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Thermo Fisher Scientific Solutions Successfully Identify Dioxins in Pork Products

SAN JOSE, Calif. (January 08, 2009) — Thermo Fisher Scientific Inc., the world leader in serving
science, announced that its high-resolution gas chromatography mass spectrometry (GC/MS)
solutions are suitable for dioxin analysis in foods. In light of public concern over the safety of food,
particularly as a result of the Irish pork contamination, government agencies and food processors
are selecting instruments that can accurately identify and contain the spread of dioxins in the
global food supply.

On December 6 2008, the Irish Government recalled all pork products made in the Republic of
Ireland after the discovery of dioxins in slaughtered pigs. This was followed by an announcement
from the Chinese government on December 9 banning all imports of pork from Ireland after some
of the meat was found to be contaminated with elevated levels of the chemicals. Dioxins are a
group of chemicals formed during combustion processes, such as waste incineration and are
known to increase the likelihood of cancer with long term exposure.

The European Commission and the US EPA have set maximum levels for dioxins in food. Tests
on some of the Irish pork products showed that they contained up to 200 times more dioxins than
the recognized safety limit. The directives require limits of quantitation (LOQ) to be 80% lower than
the lowest reported level in the US EPA Method 1613 Rev.B ¥ This requires more demanding
detection limits, selectivity and sensitivity to confirm their presence along with tools that manage
data and can detect problems earlier in the process.

The Thermo Scientific DFS High Resolution GC/MS (HRGC/HRMS system) achieves these lower
levels of detection required with dioxins. Even difficult sample types with heavy matrix effects can
be successfully analyzed. In addition, the Thermo Scientific TSQ Quantum GC can be employed
to screen for dioxins. By identifying foods that do not contain dioxins, the number of samples that
must be analyzed using HRGC/HRMS is reduced, significantly lowering the cost for laboratories to
conduct these analyses.

“Thermo Fisher Scientific is dedicated to making the world a healthier, cleaner and safer place,”
comments Dr. Stuart Cram, who is leading the Food Safety Program within Thermo Fisher
Scientific. “Our capabilities in dioxin analysis and detection exemplify the technological capabilities
of Thermo Fisher Scientific, while our commitment to food safety in terms of support and
consulting will enable scientists to address these contamination issues as they occur”.

The comprehensive Thermo Scientific offering includes a wide range of sample collection, sample
preparation, instrumentation and data management products focused on the needs of Food Safety.
In addition, a broad portfolio of chemicals, consumables and equipment and supply chain services
are available through the Fisher Scientific brand.

For the latest information about Thermo Fisher Scientific solutions and the wide range of
applications for food safety, please call 800-532-4752, e-mail analyze@thermofisher.com or visit
www.thermo.com/foodsafety.
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Thermo Scientific is part of Thermo Fisher Scientific, the world leader in serving science.

About Thermo Fisher Scientific

Thermo Fisher Scientific Inc. (NYSE: TMO) is the world leader in serving science, enabling our
customers to make the world healthier, cleaner and safer. With annual revenues of $10 billion, we
have more than 30,000 employees and serve over 350,000 customers within pharmaceutical and
biotech companies, hospitals and clinical diagnostic labs, universities, research institutions and
government agencies, as well as environmental and industrial process control settings. Serving
customers through two premier brands, Thermo Scientific and Fisher Scientific, we help solve
analytical challenges from routine testing to complex research and discovery. Thermo Scientific
offers customers a complete range of high-end analytical instruments as well as laboratory
equipment, software, services, consumables and reagents to enable integrated laboratory
workflow solutions. Fisher Scientific provides a complete portfolio of laboratory equipment,
chemicals, supplies and services used in healthcare, scientific research, safety and education.
Together, we offer the most convenient purchasing options to customers and continuously
advance our technologies to accelerate the pace of scientific discovery, enhance value for
customers and fuel growth for shareholders and employees alike. Visit www.thermofisher.com.

The following constitutes a “Safe Harbor” statement under the Private Securities Litigation Reform
Act of 1995: This press release contains forward-looking statements that involve a number of risks
and uncertainties. Important factors that could cause actual results to differ materially from those
indicated by such forward-looking statements are set forth in the company’s Quarterly Report on
Form 10-Q for the quarter ended September 27, 2008, under the caption “Risk Factors,” which is
on file with the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) and available in the “Investors”
section of our Website under the heading “SEC Filings.” Important factors that could cause actual
results to differ materially from those indicated by forward-looking statements include risks and
uncertainties relating to: competition and its effect on pricing, spending, third-party relationships
and revenues; the need to develop new products and adapt to significant technological change;
implementation of strategies for improving internal growth; general worldwide economic conditions
and related uncertainties; use and protection of intellectual property; dependence on customers’
capital spending policies and government funding policies; realization of potential future savings
from new productivity initiatives; the effect of changes in governmental regulations; the effect of
exchange rate fluctuations on international operations; the effect of laws and regulations governing
government contracts; the effect of competing with certain of our customers and suppliers; and the
effect of rapid changes in the healthcare industry. While we may elect to update forward-looking
statements at some point in the future, we specifically disclaim any obligation to do so, even if our
estimates change and, therefore, you should not rely on these forward-looking statements as
representing our views as of any date subsequent to today.
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